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               ………Complainant

Versus

Public Information Officer,

O/o  D.P.I.(S), Punjab,

PSEB Complex, Sector 62, Mohali.







                      …………..Respondent

CC No.1616 of 2008 /2011

ORDER

Present: Complainant in person 


   None for the respondent


Heard the complainant at length.  None has appeared on behalf of the respondent nor has sent any intimation in this behalf.

2
 This is a  second round of litigation by the complainant. Initially he  had filed his complaint  before the Commission dated 22.07.2008.  The same was heard by Ld.  State Information Commissioner- Mrs. Ravi Singh who afterr giving both the parties several opportunities  of hearing, disposed of the matter  by order dated 16.02.2011 with the observations that the information sought by the complainant stands provided to him by the respondent. A direction was also given to the respondent-authorities in regard to recovery of  penalty imposed upon the  concerned PIO by order dated 19.07.2010.

3
  The respondent/PIO challenged the imposition of penalty before the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court  by way of  Civil Writ Petition.  The Hon’ble High Court set aside the order of  imposition of penalty  and remanded the case for fresh hearing by the State Information Commission, Punjab.  Accordingly, the case was re-heard by a Division Bench comprising of  Ld. C.I.C. and S.I.C. Sh.P.P.S.Gill and the matter was disposed of and closed   by order dated 19.01.2012 with a direction to the public authority – Director Public Instruction (SE), Punjab to pay compensation of Rs.2000/- to the complainant under section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act.  
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4
Thereafter, the complainant filed an application before the Ld. C.I.C. dated 08.02.2012 for re-opening and reviewing the order passed by the  aforesaid Division Bench.  Accordingly, the present Division Bench was constituted by the Ld. C.I.C. by Office Order dated 26.04.2012 for consideration of the  application filed by the applicant. Consequently, notice of hearing was served on both the parties for 04.07.2012 and 29.08.2012.  During the hearing held on 29.08.2012, the applicant appeared in person before the DB but  nobody appeared on behalf of the respondent and the case was adjourned for 10.10.2012 and again for today i.e. 21.11.2012 giving another opportunity to the respondent to appear and explain the matter.  

5
We have given our thoughtful consideration to the pleadings raised  by the applicant  during the course of hearing and  also perused the documents on record.  Applicant has, in fact, tried to challenge the order dated 19.01.2012  passed by the earlier  Division Bench of the Commission and has made a request for re-opening  and re-hearing  his  case on merits which is not permissible under the provisions of the RTI Act.  In case, the complainant has any grievance against the order passed by the earlier Division Bench, he is free to challenge the same before a competent Court of law in accordance with the provisions of the RTI Act.  In this view of the matter, no further action is required and the case is dismissed as such.



Sd/-





          Sd/-

              (B.C.THAKUR)




(JASPAL KAUR)

State Information Commissioner 
      State Information Commissioner

Chandigarh

21.11.2012

